CHAPTER IX
THE GROWTH OF JUDGEMENT

PROCESSES INVOLVED IN JUDGEMENT

FOR  readers who  have  not thought  what  steps
underlie the daily process of coming to a conclusion,
it will be wise to consider how judgements are made
before studying the growth of the power in children.   A
great deal of confusion arises because all technical terms
should have a precise meaning, while such subjects as
psychology, ethics and logic employ words which are the
coins of everyday speech.

The reader will do well to think of judgement as a decision
reached as a result of the interpretation of facts. Judge-
ment, then, implies a problem that can be solved because
the data necessary for the solution can be found. This
fact is in itself fundamental, for it strictly limits the
questions on which we ought to express a judgement.
Thus A cannot judge such a statement of B's as{that gave
me the greatest fright in nay life'. All he can do is to
remind B of other experiences and ask him to consider
them. But, given a suitable problem for judgement, the fol-
lowing steps are taken, though not necessarily in this order.

(1)  A search for data on which to pass the judgement and
at the same time rejection of all the facts that are irrelevant.

(2)  Thus simultaneously with the search decisions are
made, more or less consciously, as to the value of data in
helping to a solution of the problem in hand;  e.g. a is
beside the point and rejected, 6 is rejected but suggests
a passible clue b lf c again suggests cI; but a fresh fact d
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